
 

Dear Teacher, 
 
Thank you for booking the Local Democracy workshop at Surrey Heath Museum 
and Surrey Heath Borough Council. We are very much looking forward to your 
visit. 
 
As part of the workshop your pupils will be taking part in a mock council meeting. 
To help them and yourself prepare for this part of the day please could you 
complete the following tasks prior to your visit. 

 
• To prep your class for the visit please use the Democracy pre-visit activity 

(provided with this pack) 
 

• Choose three/four confident pupils to have speaking parts in the meeting 
o Chief Executive  
o Councillor A 
o Councillor B 
o Councillor C – only if you choose 3 solutions to debate rather than 2 

 

• Write a small introduction speech for the Chief Executive, based on the 
report (provided in this pack) and including the solutions chosen in the 
pre-visit activity. 
 

• Make sure that the pupils understand what will happen in the mock 
meeting, what their roles are and explain any words which you think they 
may struggle to understand. 
 

 
The meeting will run as follows; 
 
The meeting will be held in the Council Chamber. 
 
The Mayor will welcome the Members (your class). 
 
The Mayor will ask for any apologies….. 
Here the Chief Executive’s role could pretend that Councilors x (make up a 
name or pupils who are ill that day) gave apologies. 
 
The Mayor will then ask Members if they are happy for the minutes of the 
previous meeting to be signed. They will need to pretend that they attended the 
meeting and have read these minutes.  
Once Members individually say “agree”, the Mayor will sign the minutes. 
 
 
The Mayor will then ask for any declarations of interest. If anyone has any they 



would speak now. 
 

 
Then the Mayor will ask Members to turn to the report on dog fouling. 
 
The Chief Executive will talk through the report and then suggest some ways to 
combat the problem (the solutions chosen by your class) 
 
The two or three Member Councilors will each present their solutions and why 
they think they will work. Other Members will be able to ask them questions if 
required.  
 
The Mayor will then summarise the suggestions, state the chosen 
recommendations and ask the Members if they agree to take on these solutions. 
More than one solution can be chosen. 
 
 
If you have any questions about anything in this pack or about your visit please 
do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Kind regards 
 

Verity Cope 

 

Museum Officer 

Surrey Heath Museum 

 

(01276) 707286 

verity.cope@surreyheath.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Surrey Heath Museum, Knoll Road, Camberley, GU15 3HD. 

Tel: (01276) 707284, Email: museum@surreyheath.gov.uk 

Open Wednesday to Saturday 11.00 a.m. – 5.00 p.m – free entry 
Great Place • Great Community • Great Future 

 



Local Democracy Pre-visit Activity 
 
It has been brought to the Council’s attention that there has been a significant 
increase in dog fouling across the borough. At the last meeting Members were 
informed that reports of dog fouling continued to increase; the number of complaints 
received had increased from 9 per month last year to 12 per month this year. 
However, during that period a campaign to encourage residents to report more dog 
fouling to the Council had been carried out, which might explain the increase. 
 
What should the Council do about it? 
 
As a class, either come up with your own solution ideas, or use some of the 
following; 

 

• Direct the mobile cleansing team to clear and regularly patrol ‘hot spot’ areas 
on the highways. Up the level of patrol by the Green Space Officers in parks 
and recreation grounds to at least once a week and give them authority to 
serve fixed penalty notices for dog fouling. 
 

• Attach ‘dog poo bags’ to dog bins in the park 
 

• More signs instructing people not to dog foul 
 

• Instruct Green Space Officers to visit parks and spray dog faeces with 
fluorescent paint 
 

• More education in schools about dog fouling 
 
 
Choose two or three solutions. Split your class into groups according to the number 
of solutions chosen so each group has a different solution. 
 
Get the pupils to think about the pros and the cons to their chosen solution. (Extra 
cost, extra litter, extra man power needed, will it prevent the problem in the future 
etc?) They need to be able to sell their solution to the Members (rest of the class), so 
if there are any cons get them to think how these could be remedied. 
 
Choose a representative (Councilors) from each group who can present their 
solution to the rest of the class when on the visit. They need to be confident 
speaking in the chamber in front of their class, the mayor and museum staff. Get 
them to make note cards so that they can remember what they have to say, and to 
bring them on the visit. 
 
On the visit the ‘Councilors’ will be asked to present their solution to the problem and 
the rest of the class will be asked to vote whether the solution should be taken on or 
not (more than one solution can be voted for). 
 

 



 

Surrey Heath Borough Council 

Surrey Heath House 
Knoll Road 
Camberley 

Surrey GU15 3HD 
Telephone: (01276) 707100 
Facsimile: (01276) 707177 

DX: 32722 Camberley 
Web Site: www.surreyheath.gov.uk 

Department: Democratic Services 
  

Service: Corporate  
  

Please ask for: Mrs Lee Brewin 
  

Direct Tel: 01276 707335 
  

E-Mail: lee.brewin@surreyheath.gov.uk 

    

 
 

To: The Members of the Mock Community Services Scrutiny Committee 
  
  
Dear Councilors 
 

A meeting of the Mock Community Services Scrutiny Committee will be held at 
Surrey Heath House.  The agenda will be as set out below. 
 

In accordance with the Substitute Protocol at Part 4 of the Constitution, Members 
who are unable to attend this meeting should give their apologies and arrange for 
one of the appointed substitutes to attend.  Members should also inform their 
group leader of the arrangements made. 
 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

Verity Cope 
 

Heritage Officer and Mock Chairman 
 

Agenda 
 

Part I 

   
1. Apologies for Absence  

 
 

 
2. Minutes 

 

To confirm and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 29 Sept 15. 
 

 

 
 

 
3. 

 
Declarations of Interest  

 Members are invited to declare any interests they may have with respect 
to matters which are to be considered at this meeting.  Members who 
consider they may have an interest are invited to consult the Monitoring 
Officer or the Democratic Services Officer prior to the meeting. 

 

 
 

 

4. Dog Fouling in Surrey Heath  
Discussion and debate 
 

See attached 
report 

   



 
 

 

  

 
Report on Dog Fouling 

 
There has been an increase in reports of dog fouling throughout 

the borough. 

The number of complaints received has increased from 9 per 

month last year to 12 per month this year. However, during that 

period a campaign to encourage residents to report more dog 

fouling to the Council had been carried out. 

Residents and users of parks throughout Surrey Heath are 

complaining about the amount of dog fouling and Camberley 

residents have complained about dog faeces in the streets. 

The Council needs to be seen to be doing something about this as 

well as try to find a solution to the problem. 

 

 

   

   


