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This statement sets out comments received and the Council’s response to the consultation held by Surrey Heath Borough Council 

regarding the introduction of a Local Connection Test for entry to the Self-Build Register.  

The consultation ran for four weeks from Wednesday 14th February to Wednesday 14th March. It was sent to the 257 entrants 

currently on the Self-Build Register and was advertised on the Council’s website, under Planning Policy – Current Consultations. 

The Council received seven responses. 
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Responses to the consultation regarding Local Connection Testing for entry to the Self-Build Register 

Respondent Summary of Comments Council’s Response 

Tom Jestico dip arch 
RIBA 

I would respond to the consultation as follows: 
 
1. I would only be able to tick one of the boxes for eligibility 
 
2. There is no skills box. Self build requires practical 
knowledge and commitment 
 
 
 
 
3. Financial acumen and resources are essential. Why no 
means test?  
 
 
 
 
4. There are no questions about the type of self-build required. 
E.g. How many bedrooms, special access requirements etc.  
 
 
 
 
Above all, whilst the Council is keeping a list, there is no 
communication with potential self builders. Where are the 
sites? 
What is the likelihood of this scheme ever reaching fruition?  
Am I wasting my time in the hope that a self-build scheme will 
be realised in the near future? 
Is the Council actively pursuing self build or merely paying lip 
service to it?  

 
 
1. Noted. Not relevant to the scope of this 
consultation. 
2. The proposed Local Connection Test is to test 
eligibility on the basis of a local connection to Surrey 
Heath, in accordance with the Government’s 
Planning Practice Guidance (PPG). The PPG does 
not set provision for testing self-build applicants, 
based on skills. 
3. Councils have the ability to separately adopt a 
financial solvency test, this does not relate to the 
proposed Local Connection Test for which this 
consultation was held. However, the self-build 
register application form already includes a question 
relating to the financing of a self-build project. 
4. Noted. This is not within the scope of a Local 
Connection Test. The self-build application form 
currently asks what tenure and type of home 
applicants would prefer to build.  
 
 
 
Noted. Both the Council’s Strategic Land Availability 
Assessment and the Brownfield Register set out sites 
of 5 or more dwellings that may we deliverable over a 
5 year period. With regard to smaller sites (1-4 
dwellings), monitoring indicates that a minimum of 11 
to 12 dwellings are delivered on these sites each 
year. The Council will be undertaking consultation on 
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Respondent Summary of Comments Council’s Response 

 
I would be happy to attend a meeting to discuss. 

the first stage of a new Local Plan in late spring 
2018, and this will ask whether a percentage of sites 
put forward for development should include a self-
build element. 
 

Andrzej Gubanski I would like to confirm that I support local connection link to be 
applied for self-build applicants in the first instance. 

Noted. 

Justin Murray  
 

Please find attached completed form.  Noted. Following the incorporation of the Local 
Connection Test, applicants will have the opportunity 
to complete this part of the application. 

John D Gilbert 
 

It is perfectly correct to favour local connections, especially 
youngsters who have had to move a long way from their 
parents to find affordable accommodation. 
It may also be beneficial to consider the social and affordable 
accommodation that will be made available when the self build 
property is occupied. In my case, my daughter and her family 
live in social housing in Bexley Borough and I live in supported 
housing for the elderly in Greenwich Borough. While we will not 
free up any local facilities, I hope some consideration could be 
given to the wider picture and to the novel design and building 
techniques that I would employ. 

Noted. 
 
 
The current self-build application form includes a 
question relating to the tenure of potential self build 
homes, this includes affordable types of housing. 
Completed forms will be used to gauge demand for 
self-build plot tenures. 

Christine Nichols Thank you for your email.  
i had read the information on the links within the text below. I 
totally agree with the need to confirm a local connection.  
We have been resident in the Area for 12+ years and wish to 
remain on your register. Please let me know if any further 
information is required. We have been actively looking for a 
plot on which to build, being unable to find an existing property 
to meet our future needs. So far unfortunately, we have been 
beaten to the potential plots by developers.  

 
 
 
 
Noted.  

Nasir Zaman I believe that those who have already registered with the 
Council for self-build should not have to pass the local 
connection test.  
 

Noted. The introduction of a Local Connection Test 
will assist Surrey Heath in gauging local demand for 
self-build plots within the Borough. Therefore, it is 
necessary to apply the test to all entrants to the 
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Respondent Summary of Comments Council’s Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
If the test is necessary then there should be a category for 
those who aspire to live in Surrey. 

register in the interests of consistency. Entrants still 
meeting the national eligibility criteria will be added to 
Part 2 of the register. The Council would still need to 
have regard to Part 2 of the Register when carrying 
out its planning and housing functions. 
 
Noted. There is no requirement within national 
guidance (the Government’s PPG) that consideration 
needs to be given to applicants who aspire to live in 
a specific location. This does not represent a local 
connection. 

Norris Hope-Ross 
 

I would like to suggest that you amend the consultation 
document as follows :  
 
The first selectable check box is too limited. I believe it would 
be preferable to have a series of check boxes on this question 
across a number of different timelines.  
ie 1-3 years , 4 - 10 years , 11 to 15 years , more than 15 
years.  
(as a rough suggestion) 
 
This would allow the council, in the event of an over 
subscription to filter by time in the area.  
 

 
 
 
Noted. The proposed Local Connection Test covers 
four criteria for entrants onto part 1 of the self-build 
register, of which one must be satisfied by applicants 
in order to pass. The Council has had regard for 
Government guidance in the PPG which indicates 
the criteria Councils should consider for a Local 
Connection Test. Filtering each category by time 
period would not enable the Council to distinguish 
applicants between Part 1 and Part 2 of the register, 
which is the purpose of introducing a Local 
Connection Test. 
 

 


