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Introduction 
Surrey Heath Borough Council is in the process of reviewing the Surrey Heath Local Plan (2000). 
The Local Plan will be replaced by the new style Local Development Framework (LDF). The LDF 
will comprise a number of documents covering different aspects of planning policy. 

The Council is producing a Core Strategy and Development Management DPD Options Paper. 
This will set the vision for the area, objectives and core and detailed policies for the management 
of development over the plan period. The Core Strategy and Development Management DPD 
Options Paper will set out all the Policy Options considered by the Council and their preferred 
approach. 

Scott Wilson has been appointed by Surrey Heath Borough Council to carry out the Sustainability 
Appraisal of the Core Strategy and Development Management DPD Options. The purpose of 
Sustainability Appraisal is to assess the sustainability of the Policy Options that are being 
considered for the Core Strategy and Development Management Policies DPD and inform the 
development of the preferred approaches.  

This report is a non-technical summary of the findings of the Interim Sustainability Appraisal of 
the Core Strategy and Development Management DPD Options Paper.  Its purpose is to report 
the findings of the Sustainability Appraisal in a way that can be easily understood and without the 
use of jargon or technical language. 

Background 

Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental 
Assessment 
Sustainability Appraisal involves identifying and evaluating a plan’s effects on the community, 
the environment and the economy – the three dimensions of sustainable development.  It also 
suggests ways of avoiding or reducing adverse impacts.  

The findings of Sustainability Appraisal should be reflected in the adopted plan to help ensure 
that it maximises its contribution to future sustainability.  Importantly, the Sustainability Appraisal 
process incorporates the requirements of European legislation, which requires that development 
plans undergo a Strategic Environmental Assessment. 

There are five stages undertaken for Sustainability Appraisal, as outlined below: 
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Stage A of the process was undertaken between 2004 and 2005 and a Scoping Report was 
produced which identified key sustainability issues for Surrey Heath.  It set out information about 
the Borough and identified sustainability objectives, along with criteria to assist with the 
assessment of planning policy documents such as the Core Strategy and Development 
Management Document.  The Scoping Report can be viewed on the Surrey Heath Borough 
Council website on the Local Development Framework pages. 

The Interim Sustainability Appraisal Report focuses on Stages B, C and D of the Sustainability 
Appraisal process: predicting and assessing the impacts of the plan and documenting the findings 
in the Sustainability Appraisal Report.  The purpose of the Interim Sustainability Appraisal Report 
is to form part of the wider evidence base and inform the development of the Policy Options.  A 
further appraisal will be undertaken on the policies developed following the consultation on the 
Policy Options and preferred approaches and reported in a Final Sustainability Report.  Stage E 
of the process (monitoring) will be undertaken by the Council following adoption of the Core 
Strategy and Development Management DPD. 

Likely Significant Effects 
The assessment of the preferred approaches outlined in the Options Paper identified likely 
significant effects of their implementation.  These effects are briefly discussed below. 

Stage A: Setting the context, establishing the 
baseline and defining Sustainability Appraisal 

Objectives (Scoping) 

Stage B: Predicting and assessing the impacts of 
the plan 

Stage C: Documenting the findings of the Appraisal 
in the Sustainability Appraisal Report 

Stage D: Consulting on the draft plan and the 
Sustainability Appraisal Report 

Stage E: Monitoring implementation of the plan
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Social, environmental and economic effects 
Population 

Population is likely to shape the Core Strategy rather than vice versa, as the Core Strategy 
responds to the identified needs of the people of Surrey Heath. Therefore no significant effects on 
population are thought likely. 

Human Health 

The preferred approaches seek to promote social well-being and create healthy communities.  
Development will be directed to locations that are served by essential services, such as 
healthcare facilities, and which can be accessed by public transport, walking and cycling.  
Contributions for the improvement of community facilities such as open space and leisure and 
recreation facilities, including children’s play equipment, will be sought from new development.  
These measures are likely to improve health and well-being through better access to healthcare 
facilities, improved access to recreation facilities, which could lead to increased activity levels, 
and more opportunities to access services by public transport, which again could lead to 
increased activity levels. 

Economy 

The support of Camberley town centre and the existing employment areas in the Borough will 
support the local economy.  The current redevelopment in Camberley town centre for retail and 
leisure facilities is likely to increase the number of people visiting the town and provide more jobs. 

Employment and Skills 

The support of employment areas in the Borough is likely to maintain the number of jobs in the 
area and will therefore offer benefits in terms of maintaining opportunities for employment. 

Transport 

The preferred approaches seek to direct development to the western settlements and Deepcut, 
as well as to locations that are served by public transport and which have a range of services, or 
where they can be provided.  The preferred approaches seek to reduce the need to travel and 
promote sustainable modes of travel, such as public transport, walking and cycling.  These 
measures should reduce congestion on the roads and provide opportunities for people to access 
services and facilities by modes other than the private car. 

Crime and Safety 

Planning cannot directly affect crime, although it can help to address social deprivation and 
support community cohesion, which can influence the causes of crime.  However the Council can 
use its powers to require new development to include features that discourage criminal activity 
and anti-social behaviour.  Similarly, ensuring public safety is primarily the responsibility of bodies 
other than the local planning authority, although the Council can assist in this respect.  Therefore 
the Core Strategy is likely to have relatively little influence on crime and safety in the Borough. 
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Housing 

The preferred approaches make provision for a third of the new housing to be built in the Borough 
to be affordable.  This will make an important contribution towards delivering social housing to 
meet the needs of those people who are unable to access private market housing.  It is 
recognised that the scale of the problem of affordability in Surrey Heath is such that this is not a 
solution to the problem as a whole; however, it does strike a balance between ensuring that as 
much affordable housing as possible is built and making sure that it remains practicable for 
developers to bring forward viable housing schemes. 

Cultural Heritage 

There are likely to be limited benefits from the preferred approaches in terms of cultural heritage.  
They do, however, seek the protection of the local historic environment. 

Climate 

The Borough has a role to play in reducing its emissions of greenhouse gases and the Council’s 
approach, which is consistent with government policy and the South East Plan, involves 
promoting energy efficiency and the use of renewable sources of energy in preference to energy 
from fossil fuels.  The Council also aims to place new development in locations where the need to 
travel is reduced and where alternatives to the car are available.  

The preferred approaches also seek to improve the potential for adaptation to climate change 
through the provision of multi-functional green spaces.  These can act as green corridors to allow 
species to migrate to alternative habitats in order to adapt to the effects of climate change.  It 
would also increase the amount of green space, which could reduce flooding by allowing water to 
soak away. 

Air 

The Core Strategy preferred approaches are likely to have only a marginal effect on air quality.  
This is because the background levels of various pollutants are already relatively high in some 
areas of Surrey Heath, particularly the area around the M3, and planning policy can do little to 
directly address the causes of this pollution, which is essentially the result of traffic. 

Soil 

Although the Core Strategy does not address soils as such, several of the preferred approaches 
deal with the location and density of development and promote the efficient use of land.   

Water 

The Core Strategy can have only limited effects on sustainable management of water resources.  
While additional new development inevitably entails additional demands on water resources, the 
Council is required by the South East Plan to make provision for a minimum number of new 
dwellings.  Equally, planning can do little to affect water quality, except by directing development 
away from water courses that are under stress.  Both the availability and quality of water are 
ensured through regulatory regimes that do not directly involve the Council. 
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Biodiversity 

The preferred approaches address the issue of conservation and afford proper protection to 
Surrey Heath’s biodiversity interests.  However, there are issues relating to the effects of 
development on the Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area that must be resolved in order 
to ensure that the important nature conservation interests of the site are not damaged. 

Landscape and Townscape 

The effects of the preferred approaches on landscape and townscape in the Borough as a whole 
are not likely to be extensive.  The boundary of the Green Belt is not proposed to change, 
although the Blackwater Valley Strategic Gap designation is proposed to be removed in line with 
the requirements of the South East Plan.  Any negative effects as a result of this are likely to be 
localised.  

Waste 

The preferred approaches are unlikely to have a significant effect on sustainable waste 
management as it is Surrey County Council that is the responsible Waste Planning Authority for 
the Borough and therefore planning at the local level can have little influence on such matters. 

Avoiding adverse effects 
In general the preferred approaches are sustainable and are in line with government policy and 
the South East Plan.  The Sustainability Appraisal recommends certain specific changes to the 
document to enhance it further and these will be considered by the Council along with the 
responses to public consultation.  

The spatial strategy proposes that development should be located in areas that are in close 
proximity to the Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area.  Measures to address this issue 
are already a focus of attention for the Council, which is working together with Natural England to 
develop a response to the problem.  

It is recognised that, consistent with government policy and the South East Plan, there may be 
overriding social and economic reasons for development in these locations and that steps can be 
taken to minimise the potential effects.  It is understood that measures to avoid adverse effects 
from development will be a key focus of the Strategic Delivery Plan currently being developed by 
the Thames Basin Heaths Joint Strategic Partnership Board to address this issue across the 
South East.  In addition to this, Surrey Heath Borough Council has recently agreed an Interim 
Avoidance Strategy in relation to developments of nine or less dwellings. 

Consultation on Options and Preferred Approaches 
The Sustainability Appraisal Report is intended to inform public consultation on the Core Strategy 
and Development Management DPD Options Paper and comments are welcomed concerning the 
findings of the Sustainability Appraisal process and the content of the Sustainability Appraisal 
Report. 

Details of how to comment are outlined below. 



Surrey Heath Borough Council  
Core Strategy and Development Management DPD 

Sustainability Appraisal - Non-technical Summary
6 

How to Comment 
If you would like to comment on the Sustainability Appraisal please contact: 

Planning Policy Team 
Surrey Heath Borough Council  
Knoll Road 
Camberley 
Surrey 
GU15 3HD  
 
Tel: 01276 707245 
Fax: 01276 707218 
planning.policy@surreyheath.gov.uk 
 

 


