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 1.  Introduction 
 
 

The Princess Royal Barracks (PRB), Deepcut will be identified as a strategic 
site within a broader Deepcut development location in Surrey Heath’s 
emerging Core Strategy and Development Management Policies 
Development Plan Document (DPD). 

 
A Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) is being prepared to provide 
further guidance for the development of the barracks site and the broader 
Deepcut location. 

 
All policies contained in the Core Strategy and Development Management 
Policies DPD and SPD documents needs to be underpinned by a robust 
evidence base.  The collection of this evidence is on-going and the results are 
being collated in a series of background papers. This Social & Community 
Needs paper is part of that evidence base. 

 
 Purpose of the Paper 
 

 
This Social & Community Needs paper provides a concise overview of the 
community facilities and associated land-take that will be required in Deepcut 
as a result of the redevelopment of the PRB site.  
 
The findings are derived from the Social & Community Infrastructure Needs 
Assessment (SCINA) that has been developed as background evidence to 
support the Surrey Heath Local Development Framework. The SCINA has 
been undertaken on a borough-wide scale and considers the PRB as a 
strategic site in its findings.  
 
The methodology and justification for the findings of this paper are found in 
the SCINA and as such, the purpose of this paper is simply to bring together 
the community facility requirements arising from a number of development 
scenarios for land budget purposes.  

 
  
 Definition of Community Facilities 
 
 The following facilities have been considered as part of this paper: 
 

 Early Years Settings (Nursery/Playgroup) 

 Primary School 

 Secondary School 

 Library 

 GP Surgery 

 Dentist 

 Community Centre/Village Hall 



 

 4 

 Development Scenarios and Resulting Need 

 
 In order to provide consistency with other background documents, the 
 following development scenarios have been considered: 
 

 800 dwellings 

 1000 dwellings 

 1200 dwellings 

 1500 dwellings 
 
 
  
800 dwellings (3618 occupants including existing Deepcut population) 
 

Land Use Required Land Take 

Early Years Setting 3 settings 900sq.m 

Primary School 1.5FE primary school 15,100sq.m 

Secondary School Financial Contribution N/A 

Library Yes 109sq.m 

GP Surgery 2 GPs 301sq.m 

Dentist 2 Practitioners Absorbed in GP 
requirement 

Community Centre (Multi-
purpose space) 

No N/A 

Total Land Take 16410sq.m (1.64ha) 

 
  
 
 
1000 dwellings (4098 occupants including existing Deepcut population) 
 

Land Use Required Land Take 

Early Years Setting 3 settings 1013sq.m 

Primary School New 1.5FE primary school 15,100sq.m  

Secondary School Financial Contribution N/A 

Library Yes 123sq.m 

GP Surgery 2-3 GPs 341sq.m 

Dentist 2 Practitioners Absorbed in GP 
Requirement  

Community Centre (Multi-
purpose space) 

No N/A 

Total Land Take 16577sq.m (1.66ha) 
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1200 dwellings (4578 occupants including existing Deepcut population) 
 

Land Use Required Land Take 

Early Years Setting 4 settings 1125sq.m 

Primary School New 2FE school 19,300sq.m 

Secondary School Financial Contribution N/A 

Library Yes 137sq.m 

GP Surgery 3 GPs 381sq.m 

Dentist 2-3 Practitioners Absorbed in GP 
requirement 

Community Centre/Village 
Hall 

No N/A 

Total Land Take 20943sq.m (2.09ha) 

 
 
 
1500 dwellings (5298 occupants including existing Deepcut population) 
 

Land Use Required Land Take 

Early Years Setting 4 settings 1300sq.m 

Primary School New 1.5FE school  19,300sq.m 

Secondary School Financial Contribution N/A 

Library Yes 159sq.m 

GP Surgery 3 GPs 441sq.m 

Dentist 3 Practitioners Absorbed in GP 
requirement 

Community Centre/Village 
Hall 

No N/A 

Total Land Take 21,200sq.m (2.12ha) 

 
 
 Multi-Use Venues 
 
 Multi-use venues provide a response to the issue of under utilisation of stand 

alone facilities which can often be expensive to run in an effective and 
sustainable manner.  

 
 The LMF Socio-Economic Strategy (February 2009) notes that a multi-

purpose space that can be used for a variety of community pursuits and 
interests needs flexibility and adaptability to be successful. This could include 
a meeting hall space which is used for a number of different activities at 
different times, partitions to divide space as and when required, facilities that 
work well together and encourage footfall including ICT spaces and a 
community café. This ensures the community is a social, interactive space, 
with continual use, resulting in higher numbers of people from the local 
community using the centre.  

 
 The table below indicates the type of facilities that can locate together 

effectively and the type of facilities that should not be located either with the 
‘locate together’ facilities or together.  
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Locate Together Do not locate with any of the 
opposite list or together 

GP Young offenders 

Dentists Domestic violence sufferers 

Libraries Ex-convicts 

Schools (including nurseries) Sex offenders 

Further Education Substance misuse facilities 

Gym/Leisure centre /Healthy Living 
Centre 

Gambling venues 

Café Pubs 

IT suite Schools with Adult social care 

Meeting Rooms SNTs with nurseries or primary 
schools 

Start Up office space Sheltered accommodation 

Food co-op Care homes 

Safer Neighbourhood Team Mental Health support 

Substance misuse with Citizens Advice 
Bureau (CAB) 

Custody suites 

CAB with secondary schools and 
community centres 

 

Parks/Open space  

One stop shop  

Lifelong Learning  

SNTs  

Community Fire Stations  

Elderly support  

Disability support  

 
 A multi-use venue is often even more successful and sustainable in nature if it 

is located adjacent to a school, with a playing field, where facilities can be 
shared by the centre and the school. In addition, many health care facilities 
can be located in the same community centre building, including nurseries, 
pharmacies, dentists and health care promotion.  

 
 Applying the principle of co-location  
 
 It has been indicated by Surrey County Council that they would welcome joint 

initiatives in terms of the location of community facilities. As a result of this it 
can be assumed that the Early Years settings and library facilities, that 
perhaps would be unsustainable as stand alone facilities, can be incorporated 
into a social hub. This will help to increase the footfall to the facilities, 
improving their efficiency and sustainability.  

 
 It is also feasible to expect the co-location of the primary care facilities (GP 

and Dentist) in a primary care hub. Evidence suggests that many health care 
facilities can be located in the same community centre building, including 
nurseries, pharmacies, dentists and health care promotion. As such, the 
facilities could additionally form part of the social hub as outlined above, 
providing a one stop shop for a number of community needs.  

 
 It is noted that multi-use venues are often even more successful and 

sustainable in nature if they are located adjacent to a school, with a playing 
field, where facilities can be shared by the centre and the school. This would 
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suggest that there would be sense in locating the following facilities together 
to achieve a sustainable outcome for Deepcut: 

 

 Primary School 

 Early Years Settings 

 Library 

 Community Centre 

 GP 

 Dentist 
  


