
Street trading within the area of Surrey Heath Borough Council is regulated under section 3 
of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982.  Anyone wanting to operate 
as a street trader in the Borough should read this guidance.

What is Street Trading?

Street trading means selling, or offering anything for sale in a “street”.

The word street as we use it here has a broader meaning than usual.  It includes any forecourt, 
road, footway or other area (such as a car park), within 50 metres of the centre of any street in 
the Borough.

Do I need a permit for street trading?

YES! It is illegal to carry out any street trading in the borough without a current permit.  The 
maximum fine for trading without a permit is currently £1000 (level 3 on the standard scale).

Permits issued under the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 are called 
“consents”.

BUT THERE ARE SOME EXCEPTIONS!

Roundsmen, such as Milkmen do not require a permit, nor do people with a pedlar’s 
certificate (issued by the Police), who sell articles door to door.

Broadly speaking, if you want to trade from a vehicle, or fixed pitch or stall anywhere in the 
Borough within 50 metres of the centre of any street you will need a permit from the Council.  
This includes ice-cream vehicles.

How do I get a permit?

You must apply to the Council, but first you will need some advice about where you may be 
able to trade.  On some areas it is prohibited altogether.

The Council has designated every street in the borough as either a “consent street”, or a 
“prohibited street”.  Schedules of “consent” and “prohibited streets” are on the website. 

The Council may issue a permit for street trading on consent streets and on prohibited streets 
all forecourts, car parks and other areas open as a matter of fact to the public without 
payment, for a distance of 50 metres from the centre of those streets, which are not part of the 
public highway.

Your initial enquiry should be made to the Council’s Contact Centre on 01276 707100, or in 
person at Surrey Heath House, Knoll Rd, Camberley, Surrey, GU15 3HD.

If you have already identified a pitch you wish to trade from, we will be able to advise you as 
to whether or not it is in a consent street.  A full list of consent and prohibited streets can be 
viewed in the contact centre, or downloaded from the Council’s website, or we can email it to 
you free of charge.  The printed version costs £12.50 per copy, although a copy will be 
provided free, if you make a formal application for a permit with the required fee.



How do I make an application?

Once you have identified a pitch on a “consent” street you can make an application.  We will 
send you an application form on request, or you can download one from the Council’s 
website.

It is possible to apply for “whole borough” consents for activities like selling ice-cream, but 
remember it is only permitted on consent streets or within permitted areas of prohibited 
streets.

You will need to submit a non returnable deposit of £50 with your application (see below).

You will need to demonstrate that you have suitable public liability insurance before we issue 
a consent. (We can approve your application in principal before issuing the consent, so that 
you do not have to buy insurance before getting permission to trade.)

Once an application has been received, we will consult with the Police and local ward 
councillors and consider the impact of your application on the local environment.  The 
Council may refuse your application, or approve it subject to conditions.

Conditions will normally include the location of the pitch, what may be sold, the nature and 
size of the stall or vehicle used and the permitted hours of operation.

Is there a charge for a permit?

Yes – please see the Environmental Health Licensing Fees and Charges page of the website 
for the current fees. 

Where trading is proposed for only part of the year the fee will be 10% of the first year 
charges per month, or part thereof.

For new applications a non-returnable deposit of £50 must be submitted with the application.  
The balance of the fee must be paid before the consent can be issued.


